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The Trust awarded grants totalling
£350,000 to churches in Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire in the last financial
year .  
Thanks to the links forged with the Bedfordshire
Charity, Wixamtreeand with WREN (Waste Recy-
cling Environmental Ltd, the charitable arm of the
Waste Recycling Group) and a highly successful

Bike 'n Hike event in September, the Trust is able to make a sizable
contribution towards repair and restoration costs of local churches and chapels.
"For the first time, during the past year the Trustees have been able to put together
for individual churches, packages of grant funding totalling between £30kand £40k
- sums that make a real difference to the churches' ability to embark on a major
programme of work" said Trust Chairman Dr Christopher Green.  
"The pattern of funding availability is something that continues to evolve and has
changed during the past year. In particular, grants from the Landfill Communities
Fund can now be applied not just to the fabric of buildings but also to the repair
of existing installations and fixtures - including such items as heating plant, lighting
and sound systems and even organ repairs", he added.
As expected, following the closure of the landfill site at Brogboroughthe amount
of money WREN is able to make available to churches in the two counties has
fallen from £200,000 in 2007 to £100,000 this year. With the agreement of WREN
the Trust has smoothed the transition, carrying forward some cash from one year
to the other.
SAVING THE PAST
Projects aided include masonry and spire repairs, repairs to roofs, porches,
windows, floors and paths. There have been grants to help with disabled access,
piling foundations, thatching, carving, damp proofing, the installation of toilets and
kitchens, and more.
"We are really able to make a difference and justify our claim to be 'saving the
past for the future'," said Dr Green.
"One issue that sometimes troubles applicants for grants, but about which the
Trustees have a very clear understanding is the meaning of the term 'historic' in
the name of the Trust. For the Trust, a church or chapel becomes 'historic' as soon
as its congregation needs to apply to the Trust for a grant. We hope that through
caring for all our churches and chapels we will ensure that they are the historic
buildings of future generations".    

Record sums
awarded in 2007/8

The Trust's Annual General Meeting
was held in Sandon church on 12

July.
Richard Wilson, Trust Treasurer, reported
on a significant rise in the funds available
for grants
Apart from the Wixamtree and WREN
contributions, "We saw a continuing in-
crease in subscriptions from members,
both individual and corporate" said Mr
Wilson.
Looking ahead, he stressed the impor-
tance of the Bike 'n Hike event to the
Trust and the amount of money it is able
to pass on to churches and chapels. 
For a copy of the Annual Report, which
this year is in full colour throughout, send
a C5 stamped, self addressed  envelope to
Richard, Genochio, Trust Secretary, The
Old Post House, Therfield, RoystonHerts
SG89PH  


