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Record sums
awarded in 2007/8

The Trust awarded grants totalling
£350,000to churchesin Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire in the last financial
year.

Thanks to the links forged with the Bedfordshire
Charity, Wixamtreeand with WREN (WasteRecy-
cling EnvironmentallLtd, the charitablearm of the
Waste Recycling Group) and a highly successfu
Bike 'n Hike eventin Septemberthe Trustis ableto makeasizable
contributiontowardsrepairandrestorationcostsof local churchesandchapels.
"For thefirst time, during the pastyearthe Trusteeshavebeenableto puttogether
for individual churchespackage®f grantfundingtotalling betweer£30k and£40k
- sumsthat makea real differenceto the churchesability to embarkon a major
programmeof work" said Trust ChairmanDr ChristopherGreen.

"The patternof funding availability is somethingthat continuesto evolveandhas
changedduring the pastyear.In particular,grantsfrom the Landfill Communitieg
Fund cannow be appliednot just to the fabric of buildingsbut alsoto the repair
of existinginstallationsandfixtures- includingsuchitemsasheatingplant,lighting

andsoundsystemsand evenorganrepairs”,he added.

As expectedfollowing the closureof the landfill site at Brogboroughthe amount
of moneyWREN is able to make availableto churchesin the two countieshas
fallenfrom £200,000n 2007to £100,00¢his year.With theagreemenbdf WREN

the Trust hassmoothedhe transition,carrying forward somecashfrom oneyear
to the other.

SAVING THE PAST

Projects aided include masonry and spire repairs, repairs to roofs, porches
windows, floors and paths.There havebeengrantsto help with disabledaccess
piling foundationsthatching carving,dampproofing,theinstallationof toiletsand
kitchens,and more.

"We arereally able to makea differenceand justify our claim to be 'savingthe
pastfor the future'," said Dr Green.

"One issue that sometimestroubles applicantsfor grants, but about which the
Trusteeshavea very clear understandinds the meaningof the term 'historic'in

the nameof the Trust. For the Trust, a churchor chapelbecomeshistoric'assoon
asits congregatiomeedsto apply to the Trust for a grant. We hopethat through
caringfor all our churchesand chapelswe will ensurethat they are the historic
buildings of future generations’.

he Trust's Annual General Meeting
was held in Sandon church on 12
July.
RichardWilson, TrustTreasurerreported
on asignificantrisein thefundsavailable
for grants

Apart from the Wixamtree and WREN

contributions,"We saw a continuingin-

creasein subscriptionsfrom members,
both individual and corporate™said Mr

Wilson.

Looking ahead, he stressedthe impor-
tance of the Bike 'n Hike eventto the
Trustandthe amountof moneyit is able
to passon to churchesandchapels.
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